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reetings and thank you for your heart-warming appreciation of the last issue of Cruis-e-zine.
I never realised that Indian cruisers & trade associates shall have such great appetite for the
subject matter and the interest levels shall be so high. While most of you were happy to
read about the measures being adopted by cruise lines to prevent any virus outbreak
onboard the ships, some of you also shared your concern about the misinformation being
shared on social media about the futility of a vaccine and careless approach by some with
regards to precautions being taken. The life will go on, but, let us try to save as many lives
as possible in this fight. Let’s be careful and vigilant. With the news of vaccines with up to
95% efficacy, there is a visible joy amongst travelers. The vaccination process has already
started in the UK & the USA. In India, the modalities for safe distribution of vaccine are
being thrashed out currently. All the efforts and restrain demonstrated by mankind in the
year 2020 would pay off soon and 2021 would bring a new dawn & good cheer.

While such reports are good pointers, it is important to note that how each destination & product promotes itself in the
coming years. This would determine the ship deployments and passenger’s affinity & interest in 2021 and beyond. We
are noticing a considerable demand for river cruising and small luxury vessels going forward – this demand is being
propelled by the need for more immersive experiences with a smaller group of people. India’s river cruising is bound to
grow in 2021 boosted by our love for at least one annual pilgrimage to sacred temple-towns & rivers. This would
eventually pave way for more experiments overseas. I would not be surprised that if Indians exploring Brahmputra,
Ganges & Saryu in 2021 would eventually graduate to explore more river cruising across borders at Chindwin, Rhine &
Danube rivers in substantially lesser time. But for now, let's talk about Japan as a destination... 

While the majority of source markets declined in 2019, three markets showed remarkable growth with a clear lead by
India at 41.5%, Japan at 11.4% and South Korea at 9.6%.

As one of the first regions of the world to revive limited cruise operations after the outbreak of the global pandemic,
Asia’s resilience is a sign of strength and the strong interest shown by trade & consumers gives all of us great
confidence in the future of cruising. I am sharing some of the key points from the recently conducted CLIA’s Asia Ocean
Source Market Report which are relevant to India:

India (8.4%) overtook Japan (8.0%) to be the fourth-largest Asian source market in terms of market-share, after China
(51.6%), Taiwan (10.4%) and Singapore (8.7%).

Markets like India (37 years old) and Indonesia (40 years old) continue to have a lower average age compared to
other Asian countries.

The vast majority of Asian passengers cruise in Asia (51% departing from Mainland China, Hong Kong & Taiwan and
42% from the other Asian ports). Of the 7% cruising the rest of the world, Alaska, World and Expedition cruises
experienced more interest from Asian passengers in 2019.

The news, images & illustrations used in cruis-e-zine are obtained from various websites and through desk research. Cruis-e-zine is being shared amongst the travel intermediaries, passengers and the cruise
industry stakeholders for informational purposes only and cruis-e-zine takes no responsibility for the opinions expressed by the contributors, if any. Cruis-e-zine, Cruise Talk, Cruise Guru and 

Cruise Professionals LLP are registered trademarks solely owned by Nishith Saxena and any re-use & reproduction of these trademarks is strictly prohibited.
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JAPAN

LAND  OF THE RISING SUN
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Japan is an island nation located in North-Eastern Asia in
the Pacific Ocean to the east of China, Russia, North
Korea, and South Korea – and it is the world's third
largest economy by GDP. There is so much to write
about Japan, its culture, history, heritage and people that
it is impossible to restrict this section to a couple of
pages. Therefore, I have tried to use some infographics
to illustrate the most interesting facts about Japan. 
What needs to be specifically written about is a bit of
Japan’s history and their workmanship which leaves most
countries way behind with a lot to catch up. The reason I
picked up “Japanese workmanship”  is more to do with
work ethics than their simply being great at robotics. 
According to the Japanese legend, Japan was founded in
600 BC  by the Emperor Jimmu. Japan's first contact with
the West was recorded in 1542 when a Portuguese ship
bound for China landed at Japan instead. As a result,
traders from Portugal, the Netherlands, England, and
Spain all began to go to Japan shortly thereafter, as did
several different missionaries. In the 17th century,
however, Japan's shogun (a military leader) determined
that these foreign visitors were a military conquest and all
contact with foreign countries was barred for about 200
years.

In 1854, the Convention of Kanagawa opened Japan's
relations with the West, causing the shogun to resign which
led to the restoration of Japan's imperialism as well as the
adoption of new, western-influenced traditions. According
to the U.S. Department of State, in the late 19th century
Japan's leaders began to view the Korean Peninsula as a
threat and from 1894 to 1895 it was involved in a war over
Korea with China and from 1904 to 1905 it fought a similar
war with Russia. In 1910, Japan annexed Korea.
With the beginning of World War I, Japan began to
influence much of Asia which allowed it to quickly grow and
expand its Pacific territories. Shortly thereafter it joined the
League of Nations and in 1931, Japan invaded Manchuria
in North Eastern China. Two years later in 1933, Japan left
the League of Nations and in 1937 it invaded China and
became a part of the Axis powers during World War II. On
December 7, 1941, Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, Hawaii
which led to the United States entering WWII and the
subsequent atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
in August 1945. On September 2, 1945, Japan
surrendered to the U.S., ending WWII.
As a result of the war, Japan lost its overseas territories,
including Korea and Manchuria went back to China. In
addition, the country fell under the control of the Allies with
the goal of making it a democratic self-governing nation.
Japan underwent many reforms and in 1947 its constitution
came into effect and in 1951, Japan and the Allies signed
the Treaty of Peace. On April 28, 1952, Japan gained full
independence.
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Following the surrender of Japan, America sent General McArthur to the country to assist in reformation. During his time
in Japan, McArthur openly praised the nation for qualities such as quick understanding and willingness to learn – which
is perhaps part of the reason why Japan managed to bounce back from this setback stronger than ever.

 It seems strange to say that a war was a  welcome development, but this was exactly how the Korean War of 1950 was
perceived by those assisting Japan. All of a sudden, Japan was in an enviable position – geographically, it provided the
perfect base as a supply depot for UN forces. US military defended the Japanese borders while the UN forces pumped
money back into the Japanese economy by purchasing supplies and equipment on Japanese soil – allowing for a period
of intensive economic recovery with very little risk to the country.

The Japanese now had industries that ran smoothly and efficiently, and workers enjoyed the security of lifetime
contracts. This allowed the Japanese economy to grow at levels that even the most optimistic person couldn’t have
predicted. Strict import policies also meant that markets were supplied primarily by locally made goods and brands,
keeping the income generated by the boom within the Japanese economy. As the economy improved, Japanese people
naturally became more wealthy with increased amounts of money for discretionary spending – which enabled the
economy to continue to grow.

In addition, Japanese culture has a collectivist focus, rather than an individualistic one. This means that everyone is
striving to do things for the good of their community as a whole, rather than for the good of themselves individually. This
provides motivation to work in a consistently productive way. In Japan, everybody must contribute equally to a collectivist
society, leaving little room for lazy efforts. Discipline and punctuality are values hardwired into the Japanese psyche, this
determines their attitude towards efficiency.
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Monozukuri – Literally translated, means to make (zukuri) things (mono). It is much more than just the creation of
products and more apt words for manufacturing and production would be Seizo or Seisan. When the Japanese talk
about Monozukuri, they mean much more than mere manufacturing. It is a mindset, a spirit, a philosophy - It is the
Japanese work ethics to drive towards perfection. Historically, it was used in connection with an individual artisan and
craftsman who took pride in his or her products. This “Perfection” reflects itself in the Japanese way of life every day and
you could find numerous examples of how Japanese companies like Kawasaki, Toyota and many others which practice it
in almost all aspects of life.

JAPANESE INDUSTRY AND CULTURE
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From the wintery highlands of Hokkaido, to the tropical islands of the South, Japan’s diversity in climate & ecosystem
across its 47 prefectures has caused a range of regional delicacies to develop over centuries. Whether it’s the devil’s
tongue jelly of the Far North or the Goya Champuru of Okinawa there are plenty of specialities to discover in the journey
through Japan. There is abundant Vegan & Vegetarian food available throughout Japan and plenty of Indian &
international cuisine restaurants to keep your taste buds busy.  
Sake, the Japanese rice wine is a must have with all major meals. It opens up the minds & hearts of people and gets
them talking more over several courses. Sake is a favourite tipple hence it can be enjoyed everywhere in Japan from
cramped, smoky bars to high-end restaurants. Most places that serve alcohol in Japan will have some basic sake
options. For enthusiasts or those looking to branch out, there are many speciality sake bars and Izakaya around the
country with a wide choice. 

With over 6,800 islands in its archipelago, a cruise is one of the best ways of seeing Japan with itineraries taking in
multiple cities and ports. Along the southern coastline of Japan is where most of the ports of call for Japan cruises lie. As
you cruise, your ship may take you to popular destinations like Kyoto, Kobe, Kochi and Hiroshima. However, head out for
the cities and you'll find perhaps Japan's best-kept secret – its spectacular countryside. Cruise lovers can choose from
short ferry crossings to overnight trips, party boats and international cruises, there are many ways to explore the seas
and waterways surrounding Japan. Large ship cruising season lasts from March till October each year.
 

FOOD & MORE
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CRUISING IN JAPAN

A short term Multi-Entry tourist visa could be easily obtained at a reasonable cost of Rs 550.00 (approx.) plus the
processing charges, within one week under normal circumstances. Travellers must double check their itinerary for any
additional visa or travel requirements since most luxury cruises touch another country and a visa may be required for
that country. I believe that Japan is not a “Once in a Lifetime” destination. It needs to be visited at least 2-3 times to
really understand the natives, their culture and their way of life in different seasons. If you really want to soak in the
Japanese culture, a minimum of 2 weeks holiday with some immersive experiences is recommended. Many travel
agents focus solely on Japan as their speciality.

JAPAN VISA AND IMPORTANT TIPS



Cruise Talk R

Cunard’s 2022 voyage schedule for Queen Mary 2, Queen Victoria and
Queen Elizabeth is now on sale. More than 35 countries feature in the
162 newly launched itineraries, covering north of the Arctic Circle to the
Mediterranean and from the Pacific Ocean to the Atlantic Ocean, via the
Panama Canal. Highlights include Queen Elizabeth returning to Alaska
with seven and 10 night voyages, departing from and returning to
Vancouver, visiting Glacier Bay, Haines, Hubbard Glacier, Skagway,
Juneau, Sitka, Ketchikan and Victoria. Alaska's 10 night voyages start at
£1,399 per person.
From Alaska, Queen Elizabeth will journey through the Panama Canal,
across to the Mediterranean, where she will embark on a series of seven
and 14 night fly-cruises, departing from Barcelona.

With the revolutionary ULSTEIN X-BOW® to cross oceans more
comfortably, expansive observation decks, inviting communal areas and
unsurpassed environmental credentials, Aurora Expeditions ships offer the
perfect base camp for adventures at the outer limits of human exploration.
The ULSTEIN X-BOW® is an inverted bow design that has been used on
over 100 vessels in commercial shipping industry, and Aurora Expeditions
have the first passenger vessel to incorporate this innovative marine
technology. The bow cuts through the swell so you feel fewer vibrations,
make quicker transits through sea passages and helps reduce fuel
consumption by up to 60%. This, in combination with Rolls Royce dynamic
stabilizers offers unrivalled stability and comfort on ocean crossings.
Accommodating an average of 132 passengers per voyage, Aurora
Expeditions fleet is redefining expedition cruising for the future and the
recognition as the World’s Leading Polar Expedition Operator is noteworthy.

This section is dedicated to sharing interesting promotions, news & updates from the world of cruising 
sourced from media releases of select cruise companies, industry journals and associates & experts.

CUNARD ANNOUNCES FOUR NIGHT CRUISE BREAKS, TRANSATLANTIC  CROSSINGS AND A RETURN TO ALASKA FOR 2022

AURORA EXPEDITIONS WINS WORLD TRAVEL AWARD 2020 FOR – WORLD’S LEADING POLAR EXPEDITION OPERATOR

PRINCESS CRUISES INTRODUCES THE NEW PRINCESS PROMISE

While cruisers are dreaming of their next cruise vacation, Princess
Cruises introduced a new Princess Promise, offering greater peace of
mind during a cruise vacation. Reaffirming Commitment to Exceptional
Onboard Service and Guest Satisfaction. Over the years, Princess
guests have enjoyed warm and gracious service in an atmosphere of
comfortable elegance. Princess team members provide exceptional
service and with Medallion Class, a more personalized experience to
ensure an unforgettable vacation. Underscoring the cruise line’s
already strong commitment to service, the Princess Promise reassures
guests that Princess will ‘make it right’ for any onboard service that did
not meet their expectations.



Ayodhya is being developed into a prominent tourist attraction in the
country. As per latest news, Uttar Pradesh government is planning to
come up with a luxury cruise ride on the Saryu river. The cruise that
will revisit the splendour of Ramayana is on cards by November 2021.
In a press release, the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways said
that a meeting was held for the quick implementation of the cruise
services. A ministry spokesperson said, “It aims to give mesmerizing
experience to devotees with a one-of-its-kind spiritual journey while
cruising through the famous ghats of the holy river Saryu”.
The cruise will offer tourists a grand view of the under construction
Rama Temple in Ayodhya, along with the statue of Rama and the
Rama corridor.
The government has already announced a huge infrastructure for
beautifying Ayodhya and making it a global tourist destination. Soon,
the city will have an international airport and construction work for
Satsang Bhawan and Dasarath Mahal is already in progress. As per
reports, INR 242 lakhs has been allotted for the project.

Pioneering river cruise company, Pandaw, is offering families and
groups of friends the chance to be master of their own ship on the
exotic rivers and coasts of Southeast Asia. Pandaw’s small but
powerful shallow-draught ships, allow the cruise company to reach
remote areas that other operators cannot and, now, customers can
charter their own ship and carve out a bespoke itinerary in a choice of
breath-taking destinations, including Burma, Cambodia, India, Laos,
Thailand  and  Vietnam.
Chartering their own ship allows customers to enjoy a truly
personalised cruise, deciding on the duration and route that the
itinerary takes, in collaboration with Pandaw’s expert team.

Seabourn has revealed the design for its custom submarines that will
operate excursions from the line’s two upcoming ultra-luxury expedition
ships. Both Seabourn Venture and her yet-to-be-named sister ship will
sail globally carrying two U-Boat Worx Cruise Sub 7 submarines
designed specifically for Seabourn.
Each battery-powered sub will carry six guests as well as a pilot and is
capable of reaching depths of up to 300 meters. They are certified for
continuous diver operations of up to eight hours. The submersibles are
battery-powered, and therefore have no adverse environmental
impacts.
Guests are seated in two clear acrylic spheres flanking the center pilot’s
station. The three passenger seats in each sphere are mounted on a
rotating platform. The subs will be outfitted with a 4k underwater video
camera system and an internal video recording system to tap the
undersea world which is often considered as the last great frontier on
Earth, with more than 80 percent of the underwater realm remaining
unmapped, unobserved and unexplored.

 PANDAW’S PRIVATE CHARTERS PROVIDE THE ULTIMATE FRIENDS AND FAMILY ADVENTURE

RAMAYAN CRUISE TOUR IN A 80 SEATER LUXURY BOAT ON SARYU

SEABOURN UNVEILS PASSENGER SUBMARINE DESIGN
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